When they got to Gulfport they
met & man from Chicago who was
px‘mpol'ms a lony’® near Brook-
Tyn. “This mian was selling land, and
Thanksgiving, 1927, found = the
Hoags on their new place, along
with some twenty other families
on their new farm,

Mr. Hoag says he has just about
decided thaz every man ought to
d come down | go broke when he is young He
returned in a | adds that his going broke, ‘‘took
ot the killing | us two years to do it,"” taught him
a lot that he figures he should have
car | learned soonex.

ded for a| For one thing, he told about pay-
near Mobile | ing around seventy-five dollars an
j was raising a
aat tim

~_meighbor

g potatoes.

tion where some of his neighbors
his experiences | told him, “Man, that's too much!
@ strange land, | Why, I'd have sold you forty acres
@nd says it was | with'a house on it for $400.00.™
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ligh &t imes But adds, "We had | Much can be learned from the
i " \ | natives when you go to a néw coun-
“ NN 8

aere for land that was in a loca- |

umber 22
On River Roa

try, advises Mr. Hoag, In Towa, he
said, they were hitchin;
three teams to implements and
working two rows at the time.
looked perfectly silly 1o see a
pound man walking up and down
the same row four or five times

behind a little mule that dida't
look as strong as the man.
What the folks at the colony

didn't know, he explained, was that
they were in a different part of
ilh(- country, in an entirely differ-
| ent economie set-up, and they
{ didn't stop to investigate to see if
| their old methods of farming would
| pay off. Not so much plowing with
two or four mules, but from the
| economic side of how much ‘will
be left after paying expenses.

| Two years after going to, Brook-
lyn, he heard about his present
farm. It belonged to the Federal

Land Bank, It was for sale, so he|

Belongs |-

d

bought it from and s
down,

n them
making payments, nothing
he stated.

Today he and Mrs. Hoag have
made their come-back. They own
the farm of 210 acres that has sixty
acres in cultivation. About 50 acres
are in pasture and the balance is
in timberland.

No cotton is grown on the farm,
now. Most of the land in cultiva-
tion is planted in corn and worked
with a tractor. This year an aver-
age yield of thirty bushels per acre
is expected. ‘I can raise corn
about as cheap as hay,' is the wgy\

Mr. Hoag figures his feeding pro-
V‘ gram.

The fact that he grows some hogs
| in addition to cattle is another rea-
| son why he uses corn for feed.
| Twice a year Mr. Hoag sells hogs.
| He recently sold 19 head. He says
he got his stock from Worth Tul-
los and likes these hogs very much.
He has about that many more he
! is growing to se:t at a later date.
This year two acres of bahia
| grass and red clover are being put
j in under me A.S.C. program. Most |
| of the pasture on this farm is na-
| tive grass. Mr. Hoag believes that
proper treatment of native grass-
es will’ give farme. in this area
much bekter pastures than many
of them have.
| Goats on the Hoag farm do a
| lot of the pasture trimaming and
| clipping. He has taken in some ad-
}dumn;.l pasture by ning  the
|

goats in where there 't muc
and letting them eat
| smaller bushes.

| Although Mr. Hoag says
| couldn’t afford to get in on
first group of subscribers on the
| REA line when it came through,
1 hée now uses electricity for at least

timber

he
the

| ten different things, including an
electric fence that he finds quite
handy.

| Even if the time since 1927 has

‘had some rough going, Mr. Hoag

i

says they are at home here and
that he doesn't care anything about |
going back to live. He can laugh |
at the hard times they have
come through. He could give a lot
| of advice to anyone trying new
| venture m a new place, buz his a
vice to investigate and see where
{ You are going, financially, before
you get there, is sound anywhere
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at any time.
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Sticky Note
Photographed at Marion County Courthouse October 2008 by Laurel Shannon Albritton Gorman. The Mystery Farm series ran in the Columbian Progress and Sunday Mirror editions in 1954-1955. The series was photographed because it contained historical and genealogical information that may be useful to people researching farm life in rural Mississippi or in researching their family history. The photographs are intended to be posted at http://www.msmarion.com, a free genealogical and historical website paid for and maintained by Laurel Shannon Albritton Gorman for the preservation of historical and genealogical data of Marion County, Mississippi.



